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CORNER SHOP: RICHARD SCOFIELD HISTORIC LIGHTING
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JON AND DOREEN JOSLOW, foreground, own Richard Scofield Historic Lighting in Ivoryton,which makes historic reproduction lighting by hand. With them in the
showroorn is former owner Debbie Gilbert, Below, a multifaceted mirrored wall sconce reflects candlelight in the showroom.

A LIGHT SWITCH

Couple Takes Over Historic Lamp-Making Company
With Ambition Of Taking It “To The Next Level

By JANICE PODSADA
COURANT STAFF WRITER

IVORYTON— Asherwork days grew longer,
Debbie Gilbert realized it was time to take her
custom lighting business to the next level, a
move that would require renovating her show-
room, stepping up production and hiring more
people.

And so, to best accomplish that goal, she sold

the business.
_ “No matter how tenacious you are, you can’t
do it all,” said Gilbert, 54. “My business was
growing and I was wearing a lot of hats. Plus, I'd
reached a point in my life where I wanted to
have a little time for myself.”

For more than 30 years, the Richard Scofield
Historic Lighting company, located first in

Chester and now in Ivoryton, has manu-
factured hand-crafted 17th, 18th and 19th cen-
tury reproduction lighting fixtures, including
lanterns, sconces and chandeliers.

When it came time to sell the business, Gil-
bert gave two of her longtime customers, Jon
and Doreen Joslow, a call and asked them if
they wanted to buy it.

“T would not have sold to just anyone,” Gil-
bert said. “They've always had a passion for our
designs. They're bright and energetic. I felt they
could bring the company to the next level.”

For Jon Joslow, 50, who had spent the last
three years traveling five days a week as the
chief operating officer for a privately held inter-
national corporation, it was time to step out on
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